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L osses to hurricanes in the 1990s total 
more than those incurred in the 1970s 
and 1980s combined, even after adjusting 
for inflation. This has led many to 

mistakenly conclude that severe hurricanes are 
becoming more frequent. In fact, according to 
recent research, the past few decades have seen 
a decrease in the frequency of severe stroms and 
1991 to 1994 was the quietest in at least 50 
years. It does mean, however, that the world 
today is more vulnerable to hurricane impacts 
than it has ever been, which represents a serious 
policy problem. 

This book defines and assesses the hurricane 
problem, focusing primarily on the United States, 
in order to lay a foundation for action. The 
concept of vulnerability is used to integrate the 
societal and physical aspects of hurricane 
impacts. The book is unique in that it seeks to 
address both the scientific and societal aspects of hurricanes. While it focuses 
on the United States, it is intended to illustrate weather related impacts 
assessment that could be applied in other areas, and for phenomena other than 
hurricanes. 

More broadly, this book seeks to illustrate the beneficial uses (as well as 
limitations) of hurricane science to society. Explicit consideration of the 
relationship between science and society is much needed in an era when 
scientific research is under public and political pressure to demonstrate a better 
connection with societal needs. 
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SIGNATURE _________________________________________________________________________________

NAME (please print) _________________________________________________________________________

POSITION___________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________

CITY _________________________________________________STATE _____________ZIP ________________

TELEPHONE ____________________________________________________DATE _______________________

❏ Payment $________ enclosed. 
(payable to John Wiley & Sons Inc. —checks must be drawn in US currency from a US bank)

❏ Purchase Order ❏ Please send me an invoice

❏ Please charge my credit card account ❏ VISA ❏ MASTERCARD ❏ AMEX ❏ DISCOVER

Card #______________________________________________Expiration Date: _____ / _____

HOW TO ORDER
MAIL TO: John Wiley & Sons

605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158
Attn: Kelly Jeon

CALL: 1-800-225-5945
FAX: (212) 850-6103 Attn: K. Jeon

E-mail: kjeon@wiley.com

___ copy(s) of HURRICANES
0-471-97354-8 $79.95
Prepaid orders: postage free, handling $2.50. All other orders
charged accordingly.

We will refund your payment without question if you return any
unwanted book to us in resaleble condition within 30 days. Your
order will be dispatched promplty but please allow 21 days for deliv-
ery all prices correct at time of going to press but subject to change.


