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Our feelings about meat sheets versus animal -slaughtef
shed light on our rather untidy relationship to the anmal kmg;
dom. It does appear, from at least an intuitive perspective, tha
given the option of slaughtering a cow for steak or peeling
a T-bone from a tray, that we ought to prefer the latter. The
reason for this is that we recognize a qualitative difference
between organs that we grow in the laboratory and those
animals that live their lives on the farm, in the forest, in the
ocean, orin the air. .

Ethical theorists make a great deal of the capacity of ani-
mals to think, reason, talk, play and communicate, often.un-
der the pretense of seeking qualifications for moral standing.
But those outside of professional philosophy needn't rely on
Such abstruse arguments to make their case. We can see
by contrasting the position that considers ‘meat as resouﬂ_?e
with the position that considers ‘animal as resource’, that liv-
ing animals are more than just meat. By distancing oursel\{es
from our relation between edible meat and walking, drooling
animals, we may take up a new respect for non-humans.
Perhaps when this technology is finally implemented, and
only then, will we attain the adequate distance necessary to
re-interpret our very relation to animals. Then, perhaps, we
might recognize that humans, given the opportunity to eat
meat sh

eets or living animals, can do right by chucking the
butcher smocks and donning the lab-coats.
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