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uly 2017 coverage of climate change and global warming consistently dropped in 
regions around the world. Compared to June 2017, coverage was down about 27% 
globally. However, June was a month of comparatively high levels of coverage, due 
mainly to the news surrounding United States (US) President Donald Trump’s 
withdrawal from the 2015 United Nations (UN) Paris Climate Agreement on the first 
day of that month. July’s counts from fifty-two sources across twenty-eight countries in 

seven regions around the world were on par with the average number of articles on climate 
change or global warming appearing each month to date in 2017 (there have been approximately 
2304 stories/month from January – July 2017). July 2017 articles were up 23% from July 
coverage in the previous year.   

Figure 1 illustrates that coverage around the world has continued to ebb and flow in 2017. Much 
attention in July 2017 continued to be on events and developments associated with the US 
Trump Administration. Figure 2 shows frequency of words in articles across the US in July 
2017. The word ‘Trump’ was invoked 5035 times through the 376 stories this month in The 
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA Today, and the Los 
Angeles Times. This effectively furthered the ‘Trump Dump’ that has been mentioned in 
previous summaries. Comparing this with other prominent personalities, in US coverage former 
US President Obama was mentioned 526 times, French President Macron (with whom US 
President Trump met on July 13) was mentioned 441 times, and Russian Prime Minister Putin 
(with whom US President Trump met at the July 7th-8th G20 Summit) was mentioned 444 times.   

	

Figure	1:	Media	coverage	of	climate	change	or	global	warming	in	fifty-two	sources	across	twenty-eight	
countries	in	seven	different	regions	around	the	world,	from	January	2004	through	July	2017.	
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Figure	2:	A	word	cloud	showing	frequency	of	words	invoked	in	media	coverage	of	climate	change	or	
global	warming	in	the	United	States	in	July	2017.	Data	are	from	five	US	sources	(The	Washington	Post,	
The	Wall	Street	Journal,	The	New	York	Times,	USA	Today,	and	the	Los	Angeles	Times).	

The most prominent political news in July 2017 was tethered to the July 7th-8th G20 Summit in 
Hamburg, Germany, in the context of Trump’s first encounter with world leaders since his 
announcement of plans for a US withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement. At the Summit, 
despite concerns articulated in some news pieces that other nations may follow a US tact, world 
leaders of the G19 ‘took note’ of the US exit and announced ongoing unity in their commitments 
for action on climate change. The final communique from the G20 Summit read “The leaders 
from the other G20 members state that the Paris Agreement is irreversible”, while criticism of 
the Trump administration stance was widespread in the media both in the US and around the 
world. For example, in The Wall Street Journal former World Bank Chief Economist and 
Harvard University President Lawrence Summers expressed dismay regarding Trump’s rejection 
“of the concept of global community”.1 Many news stories covered other world leader statements 
of ongoing support for the Paris Accord, including G20 Summit host and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, and Chinese President Xi Jinping. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi expressed 

																																																													
1 For example https://www.ft.com/content/ea2849ea-6335-11e7-8814-0ac7eb84e5f1 
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President Jinping’s ongoing support for international cooperation in the form of the Paris 
Agreement to seek “solutions to the common challenges we face…as both a participant and a 
leader”.2 Further boomerang climate politics and policy engagement came at the US national and 
sub-national levels in July. For example, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator 
Scott Pruitt introduced a military-strategy-style ‘red team, blue team’ approach to evaluating 
climate research for policy applications. Administrator Pruitt proposed television debates to 
‘advance science’ in the public arena and this proposal was met with resounding criticism in the 
days that followed in July.3 Also in the US in July, the ‘We Are Still In’ campaign to address 
climate change – a coalition of US states, cities and businesses – garnered media interest. For 
example, Hiroko Tabuchi and Lisa Friedman from The New York Times wrote about how these 
groups were working with outside experts to quantify their planned reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions by the time of the next round of UN climate negotiations.4 At the sub-national level, 
Governor Jerry Brown from the US State of California announced that he will host a September 
2018 ‘Global Climate Action Summit’. That this event would take place on US soil amidst US 
Trump administration obstinacy on climate policy action generated a number of media accounts.5  

Coverage of scientific dimensions of climate change in July 2017 included new studies of 
scientific and economic dimensions of climate change challenges, managing to discuss them 
largely without mentioning the US Trump Administration. For example, Tim Radford reported 
on threats from climate change on bees of Europe as well as sea turtles in the Atlantic Ocean. 
These findings came from two separate studies – one from the Journal of Animal Ecology and 
another from the journal Global Change Biology – in July that rising CO2 levels linked to 
increased atmospheric temperatures are linked to threats to ecosystem services, flora and fauna 
around the world.6 Other scientific findings included evidence from a July study in Science 
magazine of increased algal blooms in the US due to a combination of increased temperatures 
and heavier rainfall leading to increased agricultural runoff.7 

Coverage of ecological and meteorological dimensions of climate change in July 2017 included 
reporting early in the month about how a 2,240 square mile iceberg – estimated by many media 
accounts, like The Washington Post, to be the size of the US State of Delaware8 – broke off the 
																																																													
2 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-07/09/c_136430384.htm 
3 For example http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-idUSKBN19W2D0 
4 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/11/climate/cities-states-businesses-emissions-climate-pact.html 
5 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/06/climate/jerry-brown-california-climate-summit.html?_r=1 
6 http://climatenewsnetwork.net/climate-brings-survival-and-sex-problems-to-the-wild/ 
7 https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27072017/climate-change-nitrogen-runoff-algae-dead-zones-rivers-ocean-
study		
8 For example, Chris Mooney from The Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-
environment/wp/2017/07/05/an-iceberg-the-size-of-delaware-is-about-to-break-off-of-
antarctica/?utm_term=.0f094e2ab852  
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Larsen C ice shelf in Antarctica. Jonathan Amos from the BBC offered a different perspective 
that the iceberg was “about a quarter the size of Wales”.9 Other news coverage focused on airline 
flights that were canceled amidst a heatwave in the southwestern US, and on severe impacts from 
climate change to be felt in countries in Asia and the Pacific in decades to come.10 Meanwhile, 
some media stories in July picked up on news that farmland on the African continent risks being 
deemed unusable due to drought associated with climate change, impacting over 40 million 
Africans through food shortages, insecurity and land disputes.11  

In the cultural sphere, Russ Mitchell and David Pierson from the Los Angeles Times reported on 
the announcement from Swedish automaker Volvo to phase out conventional internal 
combustion engines by 2019, and to only produce electric, hybrid or battery-powered 
automobiles going forward.12 Meanwhile, Angelique Crisafis and Adam Vaughan from The 
Guardian relayed news of the French government’s plans, with the support of French carmakers, 
to end sales of diesel- and gasoline-powered vehicles by 2040.13 In addition, a New York 
Magazine cover story in early July by David Wallace-Wells about future low-probability but 
high-consequence climate change events and impacts garnered many meta-discussions about 
scientific accuracy and alarmism. For instance, Michael Mann, Susan Joy Hassol and Tom Toles 
argued in the pages of The Washington Post that “it feeds a paralyzing narrative of doom and 
hopelessness”.14 

These are intersecting political, scientific, ecological/meteorological and cultural themes that 
continue to dynamically unfold as August commences. Watch this space.   

 

- report prepared by Max Boykoff, Kevin Andrews, Gesa Luedecke,  
         Marisa McNatt, Meaghan Daly and Ami Nacu-Schmidt 

																																																													
9 http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-40321674 
10 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-07-14/asia-at-risk-of-deeper-poverty-due-to-climate-change-adb-
says 
11 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/29/world/africa/africa-climate-change-kenya-land-disputes.html?_r=0 
12 http://www.latimes.com/business/autos/la-fi-hy-volvo-electric-motors-20170705-story.html  
13 https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jul/06/france-ban-petrol-diesel-cars-2040-emmanuel-macron-volvo 
14 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/doomsday-scenarios-are-as-harmful-as-climate-change-
denial/2017/07/12/880ed002-6714-11e7-a1d7-9a32c91c6f40_story.html?utm_term=.037b0b6bb2a3		


