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•  Founded in 1957 
•  7 Institutes in 5 countries 
•  3000 staff 
•  Budget: 375 M Euro / year  

 + 78 M earned income 

The Joint Research Centre 
(JRC) is the in-house 
science service of the 
European Commission.  
The mission of the JRC is to 
provide scientific-technical 
support to European 
policies, throughout all 
stages of the policy cycle. 
The JRC is independent of 
national or private interests. 

Joint Research 
Centre (JRC) 

Science advice in the Commission didn’t start with the CSA 



Source: ETHZ 



 
"We also need a funda- 
mental review of the way  
European institutions  
access and use scientific  
advice.  
 

In the next Commission, 
I want to set up a Chief  
Scientific Adviser who  
has the power to deliver proactive, scientific advice 
throughout all stages of policy development and 
delivery. 
  

This will reflect the central importance I attach to 
research and innovation.“ 
 - José Manuel Barroso, 15 September 2009 



 
[...] 
Honourable Members, 
I have committed to translating these priorities into the organisation of the 
next College, once I have been confirmed by the European Parliament. But I 
can already share with you today my commitment to some organisational 
changes: 
I will create a Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Civil 
Liberties including citizens' and minority rights, as a reflection that the EU is 
a community of rights and values. 
I will also create a Commissioner for Internal Affairs and Migration, including 
security. One of the key tasks of this Commissioner will be to develop a truly 
common approach to migration in line with the political guidelines – 
promoting the integration of legal migrants, fighting illegal migration and 
related criminal activities, and ensuring solidarity between Member States. 
I will set up a Commissioner for Climate Action, to reflect the fact that 
climate change is a challenge that needs to be addressed across the whole 
range of our policies. A dedicated Commissioner for Climate Action will also 
send an important signal to the world that, independent of the level of 
ambition that comes out of Copenhagen, Europe is serious about maintaining 
momentum for action. 
We also need a fundamental review of the way European institutions access 
and use scientific advice. In the next Commission, I want to set up a chief 
scientific adviser who has the power to deliver proactive, scientific advice 
throughout all stages of policy development and delivery. This will reflect the 
central importance I attach to research and innovation. 
 
 



Composition of the European 
Parliament in September 2009 

Greens/  
Free European Alliance 
55 seats 
 

European Conserva-
tives and Reformers 
54 seats 

European People’s Party  
265 seats 

Members without 
affiliation  
27 seats 

Total:  
736 seats 

Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats 
184 seats 

United European Left/ 
Nordic Green Left 
35 seats 

Europe of Liberty and 
Democracy 
32 seats 

VOTES NEEDED FOR MAJORITY: 369 

“I will create a Commissioner for 
Internal Affairs and Migration.” 

Alliance of Liberals and  
Democrats in Europe 
84 seats 

“I will create a Commissioner for 
Justice, Fundamental Rights and 
Civil Liberties.” 

“I will set up a Commissioner 
for Climate Action.” 

“I want to set up a 
Chief Scientific Adviser.” 

President Barroso was  
re-elected with 382 votes. 

















Mandate of the  
Chief Scientific Adviser 

Ø  To provide independent expert advice on any aspect of science, 
technology and innovation as requested by the President; 

Ø  Upon a request by the President, to provide analysis and opinion on 
major policy proposals being submitted to the College touching 
upon issues of science, technology and innovation; in particular the 
Chief Scientific Advisor will provide authoritative guidance on 
interpretation of scientific evidence in presence of uncertainty, and 
will be involved in strategic emergency planning; 

Ø  To build relationships with high-level advisory groups (e.g. 
European Research Area Board), the scientific Committees of the 
Commission, the EU agencies (European Medicine Agency, European 
Food Safety Authority, the European Chemicals Agency and the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control), the European 
Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies; 



Mandate of the  
Chief Scientific Adviser 

(continued) 

Ø  To build relationships with similar structures in Member States and 
other countries; 

Ø  To advise on novel science, technology and innovation issues 
arising both in the context of the EU and internationally; to serve 
as an early warning conduct point on issues that might arise when 
scientific progress entails either opportunity or threat for the EU; 

Ø  To communicate the scientific values on which specific Commission 
proposals are based in order to enhance public confidence in 
science and technology, and in general to promote the European 
culture of science and technology widely within Europe and abroad. 



Institutional setup of science in the EC 
2012-2014 

José Manuel Barroso 
President of the  
European Commission 

Professor Anne Glover 
Chief Scientific Adviser to 
the President 

Secretariat-General (SG) 
Impact Assessment Board 

Bureau of European  
Policy Advisers (BEPA) 

DG Research and  
Innovation (RTD) 

Joint Research  
Centre (JRC) 

"Policy for Science" "Science for Policy" 

European Commissioners (including Máire Geoghegan-Quinn,  
Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science) 

Directorates-General,  
including: 



Resources of the CSA Office 

2012: 2 scientific staff, 1 admin staff 
2013: 3 scientific staff, 2 admin staff 

2014: 3 scientific staff, 1 admin staff, 1 trainee 
 
 
 

Annual budget: 
60,000 Euro 

 
(+ 40,000 Euro for the meetings of the  

President’s Science and Technology Advisory Council) 
 



Source: ETHZ 

Positive Experiences 



Establishment of the President's  
Science and Technology Advisory Council 

•  Advised the President on overarching societal questions regarding 
science and technology and was chaired by the CSA 

•  16 Members from across disciplines and across the ERA Member States 
•  Delivered two reports on science and society, and S&T foresight 



Terms of Reference 
European Science Advisers Forum (ESAF) 
 
Mandate 
 
The European Science Advisers Forum is an 
independent and informal network of government 
science advisers in Europe. 
The aim of the European Science Advisers Forum is 
to provide a platform on which government science 
advisers in Europe can 
 

• discuss and explore potential consensus on the   
     scientific dimension of European-wide policy  
     challenges 
• communicate with each other in emergency  
     situations, 
• exchange experiences and best practices, 
• promote evidence-based policy-making in Europe. 

Establishment of the  
European Science Advisers Forum 

Source: ETHZ 



Fostering global science advice 

Source: ETHZ 

Auckland, 28-29 August 2014 



Establishment of the EU Agencies Network 
for Scientific Advice (EU-ANSA) 

Source: ETHZ 



Establishment of  
a Commission-wide 
foresight network 

Source: Special Eurobarometer 419 

•  Many Directorates-General had foresight teams/
functions, but these were not coordinated 

•  In February 2014, the CSA team set up an 
internal foresight network, which now comprises 
235 staff from 21 Directorates-General 

•  Foresight workshops were held in March/April 
2014 

•  2014 Eurobarometer survey and focus groups 
•  Science and Technology fiches (files) on 45 topics 
 



Establishment of a close  
collaboration with Science Academies 

Academies play a key role as evidence providers because… 
•  they have a unique convening power to gather the very best experts on a given 

topic from across Europe, across disciplines and across institutional backgrounds  
•  they are able make authoritative, relevant and scientifically sound statements 

thanks to their vigorous peer-review process and their extraordinary reputation 
•  they provide a bridge between the European and the national level because they 

are trusted by the European institutions, the national governments and the 
citizen 



Acting as a "scientific ombudsman"  
and champion for evidence in the EC 

Source: ETHZ 



Being an ambassador  
for European science and technology 



Being a role model  
for women and the young generation 



Source: ETHZ 

Negative Experiences 



Source: ETHZ 

July 26, 2012: The terms of reference  
of the CSA are sent to all services  

of the European Commission 



Source: ETHZ 



The European Commission ignoring the 
presence of the CSA at the ESOF 2012 

Conference in Dublin (07/2012) 

Source: ETHZ 



The Commission answers to a Parliamentary 
Question regarding public statements  

of the CSA on GMOs as follows: 

Source: ETHZ 

EN 
E-007606/2012 
Answer given by Mr Barroso on behalf of the Commission 
(3.10.2012)  
 
[…] The Commission wishes to use the opportunity to clarify to the 
Honourable Member the role of the Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA). The CSA 
reports directly to the President of the Commission and has the task to 
provide independent expert advice to the President on any aspect of science, 
technology and innovation and the potential opportunities and threats to the 
EU stemming from new scientific and technological developments. Likewise, 
the CSA has a role in enhancing public confidence in science and technology 
and to promote the European culture of science. In this context, the CSA has 
a role in stimulating societal debate on new technologies and to communicate 
the existing scientific evidence about such technologies. The CSA has a purely 
advisory function and no role in defining Commission policies. Therefore, her 
views do not necessarily represent the views of the Commission. 



July 10, 2013: The only time the CSA 
attended a meeting of the College of 

Commissioners (talking about an  
innovation-friendly societal environment) 

Source: ETHZ 



Oct 7, 2014: The first time the President 
appears in public with his CSA 

Source: ETHZ 



Source: ETHZ 

The Chief Scientific Adviser 
and the NGOs 



Oct 24, 2013: Moderating a consensus 
meeting between two opposing scientific 
camps in the field of endocrine disruptors 



The CSA in the hands of industry? 





The CSA office receives the first access to 
documents (= freedom of information) 

request – there will be many more 

Source: ETHZ 

Note the interest in  
the correspondence 
with other CSAs 



Jan 03, 2014: The access to documents  
requests get bigger 

Source: ETHZ 
Submitted by Pesticide Action Network Europe 



April 30, 2014: The access to documents 
requests get bigger and bigger 

 

Source: ETHZ 

Submitted by 
Corporate 
Europe 
Observatory 
(CEO) 



May 20, 2014: Discussing with NGOs  
how the use of scientific evidence by  

the Commission could be improved 

Source: ETHZ 



There were letters of support coming in 

Source: ETHZ 



July 22, 2014:  
NGOs ask for the CSA post to be "scrapped" 

Source: ETHZ 

"The post of Chief Scientific Adviser is 
fundamentally problematic as it 
concentrates too much influence in one 
person, and undermines in-depth 
scientific research and assessments 
carried out by or for the Commission 
directorates in the course of policy 
elaboration." 
 
"Until now, the role of Chief Scientific 
Adviser has been unaccountable, 
intransparent and controversial." 
 
"We hope that you as the incoming 
Commission President will decide not to 
nominate a chief scientific adviser and 
that instead the Commission will take its 
advice from a variety of independent, 
multi-disciplinary sources, with a focus on 
the public interest." 



The supporters reacted 

Source: ETHZ 



Aug 19, 2014: The NGOs send another letter 

Source: ETHZ 

"The intention of our letter was to 
stimulate a debate about […] the risks 
that continuing the CSA position poses to 
scientific policy advice in general. […] Far 
from being anti-science, our message is 
that there should be more objective and 
diverse expertise available to policy-
makers than any single adviser could 
reasonably be expected to provide. […] 
President Barroso’s experiment of 
establishing a CSA position […] under-
mined expert research undertaken by 
European agencies and independent 
scientists." 
"The question is how to ensure that the 
best representation of wide-ranging 
scientific advice is available to you and 
your colleagues. The CSA position does 
not and cannot fulfil this purpose. This is 
not because of a lack of resources but 
because of the fundamental flaws of 
the role itself." 



Source: ETHZ 



Source: ETHZ 

“The former decision of the outgoing 
Commission President to appoint a Chief 
Scientific Adviser should be maintained. 
But the role should be strengthened and 
enlarged to oversee the elaboration and 
application of new methods of impact 
assessment of EU legislation as a key 
input for improving policy and regulatory 
quality. The CSA’s task should also 
involve the tracking and tracing of 
forefront scientific development, 
surveying and overviewing science and 
innovation communication and delivering 
foresight studies. All works and 
recommendations of the CSA must be 
public, including any dissenting opinions.” High-level Group on 

Innovation Policy Manage-
ment, September 2014 



September 20, 2014: 
The CSA sends to the 
incoming President a 
briefing on the 
experiences made with 
the CSA role, a briefing 
on the President’s 
Science & Technology 
Advisory Council and a 
note with ideas on how 
the science advisory 
system should evolve. 

Source: ETHZ 



Source: ETHZ 

On November 11, 2014, at 6:03 pm,  
the Chief Scientific Adviser is informed by  

e-mail that the CSA position ceased to exist  
and will not be renewed. 



Source: ETHZ 



Source: ETHZ 



Source: ETHZ 



Source: ETHZ 



 
1.   Lack of adaptation of the CSA model to the  

European Commission environment 

2.   Lack of communication and integration into 
Commission procedures 

3.   Lack of moral support by the Commission President 

4.   Lack of human and financial resources  

5.   Lack of transparency  

Conclusion 1:  
The CSA experiment  

was a failure 



 

Europe is finally talking about the 
importance of science advice and 

how to deliver it! 

Conclusion 2:  
The CSA experiment  

was a success 





Thank you for your attention! 


