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Source: http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2013/11/03/2876491/hottest-september-record/







1. Science and policy making: bridging the gap between 
two realities

2. The best of times or the worst of times?

3. The future: hope or despair?

4. Is the current model still working?

5. Future challenges: how can the science community 
and the policy makers work together?





"It was the best 
of times, it was 
the worst of 
times, it was the age 
of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it 
was the epoch of belief, 
it was the epoch of 
incredulity, it was the 
season of Light, it was 
the season of Darkness, 
it was the spring of 
hope, it was the winter 
of despair,
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The Costs of Violence

• The economic impact of violence on the global 
economy in 2016 was $14.3 trillion. 

• This is equivalent to 12.6 per cent of the world’s 
economic activity (gross world product)

• This is $1,953 for every person

• The return on investment of peace building can be up 
to
16 times the cost of the intervention 

Source: Global Peace Index 2017



Source: IUCN



Income growth has been sluggish or 
even nil for the population between the 
global bottom 50% and top 1%.”

The US’s richest 1% accounted for 39% 
of the nation’s wealth in 2014, up from 
22% in 1980. The 

Jeff Bezos wealth increase in 2016: $33 
billion
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Brundtland report (1987): 

“Our Common Future”

Sustainable Development: 

Development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs
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Source: The Great Acceleration Graphs. Steffen et al 2004. International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme.
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