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today’s class @

get to know each other

introduction to larger First Year Seminar initiative

get to know the class plan: go over the scope & schedule
discuss goals, objectives, logistics, expectations, plans &
aspirations for the course along the way



your instructors

Max Boykoff David Oonk



First Year Seminars

32 classes = about 700 students
approximately 12% of incoming students



mechanics of the course &

COURSE MATERIALS

The required textbook for this course is:
Cox, R. and Pezzullo, P. (2016) Environmental Communication and the Public Sphere Sage

Publications, Thousand OQaks California — 4% edition, 422 pp.
This 15 available at the CU Bookstore. Other readings will be available through the course webpages.

Students also need a smartphone and/or video recording capabilities and access to iMovie & Instagram.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance & Participation (including involvement in ITG project activities) 20 pts
Roundtable Discussion (5 pts - comment sheet*; 5 pts — co-facilitation; 5 pts — summary™) 15 pts
Co-Curricular zessions (2.5 points each) 5 pts
Composition #1, 1-page composition description & release forms™ (due Thurs, October 3) 20 pts
Composition #2, 1-page composition description & release forms™ (due Thurs, December 14) 20 pts
Project Portfolio {due Tuesday December 19, 1:30pm) 20 pts

total: 100 points®
* comment sheeis are laie with the deduction starting after 2pm on the day before the co-facilitation
+ for late summaries we deduct 2336 per day (ttarting from the session following the co-facilitation session)
= these are meant to demonsirate the work you did fo prepare for each composition, and must be homded in on the due dates
Jfor each composition No late sheets will be accepted
# there will be 1-point extra credit opporfunities for attendance & participation in seminars on selected Wednesdays af noon
in CSTPR conference room during the term: see Mip./sciencepalicy.colorado edunews/seminars fall201 7 him{ for schedule




mechanics of the course

Attendance

All who enroll 1n the course must mmndfully, productively and enthusiastically participate in each
session. This 1z critical to the success of the class, and it requires that everyone is consistently present in
each class, arriving prepared to critically engage with the class topics, concepts, activities and materials
of the day. Our dizcuszsion inevitably will build upon previous sessions so if you accumulate more than
three unexcused absences during the term you will not be able to pass the course.

Class Participation

Participation are evaluated through your engagement in the class discussions, contributions through
class preparation and group activities, participation in goest visits (e.g. preparing to ask one question of
each guest), collaborative efforts in composition work, and involvement in additional class activities.

when not co-facilitating, bring in a question for discussion:
worth 1 point each time = 8 pts of class participation




mechanics of the course

Roundtables: Comment Sheets, Discussion Co-Facilitation, Summary

During one of the noted sessions during the semester, each student will worl: with 1-2 others to co-
facilitate a roundtable discussion of the weel's materials and themes. There will be a sign-up sheet on
Thurzday, August 31 1n order to pick the date and theme for facilitation. Thiz co-facilitation will have
three main elements: 1) preparation of a Comment Sheet before the session, 2) Co-facilitation dwring
the zession, and 3) a Summary gffer the session **both comment sheets and summaries must be written
in 12pt Timez New Eoman single-spaced using APA formatting and style®**

Comment Sheets

Co-facilitators will prepare how they tentatively plan to guide discussions. They must coordinate and
draw up notes to distribute, providing a set of potential dizcussion points. Co-facilitators will be limifed
fo 2 pages of comments/ quastions fofal and send them to the other coursze participants over email by
2PM the day before the session (24 hours ahead of the seszion). To post a message to the class, send the
attachment via email to fyzm 1000(@ stz colorado.edu . These comments will direct us all to what co-
facilitators determine to be important and key themes as well as critiques and questions from the
zezsion’ s material to discuss during the session. These must be prepared together.

Summaries
Bazed on the co-facilitated roundtable discussion, at the fbllowing session co-facilitators will each
submit an approximately 300-word summary on the content as well as the process of preparation for
and activities in the roundtable discussion,., When turmng in the Summary, note the word count.
Summaries must include:
e Substantive treatment of what discussions and questions transpired in the session.
# Discussion of how the roundtable session may have or may have not furthered critical
understanding of the themes for that weel
¢ Reflections on your facilitation role in the session: What worked in co-facilitating the
discussion? What did not? What would yvou do differently the next time?




mechanics of the course

Co-Curricular Seminars

The Co-Curricular Seminar zeries provides students with the opportunity to get exposure to topics that

are important to student success, without taking away time from the academic content that is core to the

FYS sections. Ten different topic seminars are offered during the first 8 weeks of the semester. Each

topic will be 60 minutes and will be offered four times to allow students with different schedules to

attend. The topics cover a wide range of options:

* Iniro to Study Abroad — Opportunities for the multiple types of education abroad programs at CUJ

¢ Involvement with the Environment Center — Many students state that environmental and
sustamnability concerns were a main influence on selecting CU. This seminar will introduce students
to opportumities to get involved with the center.

* DUnderstanding Library Resources — An introduction to finding resources at the library and
connecting with librarians in different subject areas.

s Well-Being and Mental Health — A seminar by the case management office on the wide array of
resources available on campus for students and the challenges they may face as a first-year student.

» Housing Options and Opportunities — An mtroduction by the housing department on how to
nawvigate the housing options while students attend CT1T.

¢ Time Management 101 — A seminar focusing on how to manage time successfully while in college
and how to balance the multiple interests and activities that students want to pursue.

* Major Exploration — How to find the major that 15 nght for a student and how to explore majors to
find the right one.

* Long-Term Planning at CU — A focus on planning a student’s four-year journey at CU including
claszes, activities, and completing vour major.

¢ Successful Study Skills — Building successful study skills and the resources available on campus to
support a successful transition to the first-vear and beyond.

* Working with an Advisor — An introduction to how advising iz essential to success at CU and how
adwvising works with each student to support a successful path.

The schedule will be posted soon here hittp:/'wwrnw colorado.edu/student - success office/first vear
zeminars Students will be required to attend towo seminars, earming 2.5 points for attending each (up to 3
points total). Beyvond credit, yvou are certainly welcome to attend as many sessions as you find useful.




mechanics of the course &

Compositions

Students will create two Compositions over the semester. These Compositions are original expressions
that will take the forms described below. These will also be discussed 1n class. See Appendix IT below
for the prading rubric for each composition.

Each Composition involves three parts:

(1) A “Pitch and Feedback”™ session- you (and your group, as appropriate) will describe what you are
intending to do for the class and will recetve feedback, be prepared to refer to your research or source
material or an 1dea already nichly explored

(2) A "Completed Draft’, which will be a fully completed version of your composttion

(3) A Composition Description (see Appendix I) will be due the day you present each Composition.
These 1-page descriptions are intended to deepen vour critical engagement with vour creative process.

Alzo, for composttion =2, you are welcome to turn in a completed (optional) Confidential Peer
Assessment, with feedback on your group activities.

These compositions are designed to build skills in collaboration and critique. Compositions will require
us to also consider not only the work itself, but how we will make 1t resonawt, meaningful and appealing
to an intended audience. As part of this process, we work throughout to identify our target audience.




mechanics of the course &

Composirton 1 — Visual representations aof science &lor emvireammenr

In this first comypozition vou will wark individaally. The task with this composition iz to visualby t=ll 2
shory bouat & salected science andor envirorenental topic of vour cholce Vo will wze Instasrar to tell
WO STOTY.

To provide idea=z stinmilns for vour prajects, youn can ke ona of two options:
+ First, vou can reach out to an epvirarmnent- of science-relsted stadent sroup on campuas and imterview
membars of that sroup, take wHll photos and build a coherent narrabive.

+ Second, yoo can participate in one of the O Boulder Eco Enzaze Seldirips offered in the Ezll term
before the assigmment iz due (Ootober 37 More information is here v CUEco-snmars. cmm Check
the webpages for dates times topics for fieldoips as theze may changs. Theze are free to CLUT BEoulder
smdents bat regquire yon to sign wp aAhead of time =2 spaces on these Seldwips Ol guickty. Theze are
evants formzed aon mredncing first and second year stodents to new idess career paths, and intemship
opportumities.

Two Fall 2017 Eco Engage ficldtrips before the deadline:
(1} Watershed fio Waterspous
Friday, Sepremmber 15, 12:30 - Spme (deadline to ragister iz Sept 13)

(2} Food Deseres o Food Jusdce
Friday, Seprermber 29, 10 o - 5 pen {deadline to register iz Sept 200

Thess ara great opporianities o put topsther vour viswal staryielling project for composition =1 and also
for o to plog in to OUF Boulder activities. Yoo can alzo choose something ouarside of these tono events,
just corpmmimicate early and often with your instrector and course sagistaat to be oors vour chadce iz a
goad ane for thiz project.

In class on Tuesday, September 5, yvou will begin work (if vou haven™t started earlier) to interpret and
plan to copwrmunicate the sspect of science andor enviramment throngh viznsl storvislling m up to 20
=il shotz and captions {of ap o 100 wards each) depicted throngh Instasram Yow may chooss o Starm 2
nevw Instagrar accoumt, or 1o nse one vou may already have = these will be shared with others n tha
clazs =o we can all follow slone.

Eefors claz:z an Toezday, September 12 vou will post one reprezentative pichire on this acoount to
indication how you will be charting your path forveerd with composition #1. In class, vou will share the
pic, glong with a ‘ztoryvbeoard” of vour ideas to ‘pitch” to the class for conegactns feedbhack Bazad on
feedback from the clazs, voo will then mows fomwvard with your project over the next wesks_

In cla=ss an Tuesday, Owiober 3, vou will have fmor minotes total to present your Cosgplered Dragh
composition F1 to the class. At this session you will each alzo twrn in a3 hard cogy of yvour Composimion
Description and amy Releare Forpes neaded.
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Composition #2 — Lens on Climate Change

In thiz second compeosition, we will be collaborating with Anne (Gold, Leslev Sputh, Ermm [ackes and
Davad Conk from the Cooparative Institufe for Fezaarch in Environmental Sciances (CIEES) throush
the Lens on Climate Change (LOCC) project. Student= in owr class (FY SM student=) will crganize mmto
tearm= of 2-3 and then commect with a LOCC middle school team located m the followme Front Eange
schools: TBA . Students are agez 10-13 and will be working in groups of §-8. Both LOCC and FYEM
students in thess connected projects will then also work with an assigned Science Ientor (TBA) from
CT7 Bouldar.

In clase on Tuesday, QOetober 10, FYEM tezms will selact from a list of climate change topics that
LOCC groupsz have decidad to weork to commumicate through their filbms. The FYSM feams will then
meet in that sezsion with the Science MMentors and begm to work to mterpret and plan to communicate
the aspect of climate change aszigned fo them through up-to-2-minute videos.

From there, FY 2h teams will “storyboard’ their ideas and then participate in a “pifich & feedback’
seszion on Tuezday, Oectober 17, charting a path forvward with composition #1. Bazad on feadback from
the clazz, you will then get to work on your films.

Eefore the Tharsday, December 14 presentation desadline, there wnll be threa dazignated check-in
periods ovar the coursza of the mterim six weeks:

»  gonverzation 1 (zhort video'vlog): Tuesday, October 31, In thiz first axchangs students from
LOCC groups post first, miroducing themselves and briefly discussing where they are from and
'I:Ile#.r 1idea. FY S0 students view this in clazz and then post 2 rezponze.

*  oRyerzation 2 (pictorevideo/vlogh: Tuezday, November 14, In this second swap, FYShI and
LOCC students will simulanecushy post a picture ' screenshot with a caption or a short
vidao/mterviewvlog of both groups tallkans about thewr production, what they have learned zo far
and how thewr 1dea haz svolved/developed/changad.

¢  copverzation 3 (video/rough cut): Tuezsday, December 5. In this third comver=ation, FYShI
studentz zhare their rovgh cut and LOCC stedents provvide feedback. LOCT students share their
storvboards, or visual cutlins, of thewr film and FYEA provide faadback. FYEM take feedback
and make changes before final dus date

FYEM projects will alzo be evaluated uzing the rubric m Appendix II. The Completed Drgit
composittons are limited to 2-2 pups. At the finzl screening seszion in class on Thursday, Decembar
14%, vou will each alzo tum in hard copies of vour Composition Descriprion and a Confidential Paar
Assezcment. (In late harch 2018, FY SR films= will again ba shown alongside the LOCT filme and
FY2M studants can meet the LOCC student= in parson: before the Spops 2018 eveant, FYEM student=
will ba mvated to that screening avent by Course As=istant David Chonkl.
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FYSM Science and Environmental Communication final project portfolio
From this collaborative work, each of you will assemble a Project Porifolio containing three+one=four
items:
(1) A description of process behind each of your two Compositions, and the research that went into
them (approximately 1000 words total for each, approximately 2000 words total)
(2) A recounting and interpretation of responses to your two Compositions from fellow participants in
the class in “pitch & feedback’ and elsewhere (approximately 500 words each, 1000 words total)
(3) Release forms for anyone who is featured in your compositions, even yourself (we will discuss
this in class), please label what composition the release applies to and give a brief description
when necessary (ex. young woman in yellow shirt in composition entitled “El Verde”)
+ONE: You will need to deliver documentation/recordings of each of the two compositions to course
assistant David Oonk to place on our hard drive. More details to follow. To receive a final grade for the
course, your compositions must be on this drive, clearly marked ‘composition [x]_[title] [lastname(s)]’.

The same general criteria for assessment of these Final Project Portfolios will be those used for the
Compositions (see Appendix IT).




for Thursday’s class

co-facilitation sign-ups

check-in & other logistics (e.g. release forms,
confidential peer assessment forms)

storyboarding discussions

a science and environmental communications
backgrounder

introduction of composition #1: visual storytelling,
discussion of audience

sign up for Twitter, follow me @boykoff

Reading:

Cox, R. and Pezzullo, P. (2016) Environmental Communication and the Public Sphere
Sage Publications, Thousand Oaks California — 4 edition, introduction (pp. 1-10)



thank you
Max Boykoff, PhD

Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences (CIRES)
Center for Science and Technology Policy Research (CSTPR)
Environmental Studies Program

@boykoff

CENTER &Fﬂn "lil"l;l"'Th
SCIENCEQI TECHNOLOGY
POLICY RESEARCH




